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“This project  provided the opportunity to interpret  

the buildings and landscape in an exciting and  

informative context, and has bolstered pride in the  

local community.” 
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Brooklyn, NY                    Preservation League of New York State  

Testimonial 

The professional staff of Architectural Preservation Studio performed 
a complete exterior conditions assessment of one of Newport’s first 
grand mansions. Designed by Richard Upjohn in the Gothic Revival 
style, Kingscote was completed in 1841 for George Noble Jones, a 
southern plantation owner. The Jones family left Newport, RI during 
the Civil War and in 1864, sold the building to William H. King, who 
made his fortune in the China trade. Upon his death, King left the 
house to his son David and his wife, who renamed the house     
Kingscote.  
 
In 1876, David King hired McKim Mead and White to modify the 
house. The firm employed a shingle-style vocabulary that neither 
violated nor overshadowed the original exterior design, while at the 
same time incorporating modern touches into the existing estab-
lished interiors. Kingscote remained in the King family until 1968. 
The property, a National Historic Landmark, which includes its col-
lection of furnishings, artwork and ceramics, was bequeathed to the 
Preservation Society of Newport County in 1972. APS completed 
contract documents for the exterior restoration of wood elements 
and slate-roof replacement. Construction was phased and recently 
completed. 
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Historic Wethersfield Houses Restored 
APS performed an exterior conditions assessments and developed con-
struction documents for two historic properties owned by the Town of 
Wethersfield, Connecticut.  

The Deming-Standish House has stood prominently at the corner of one 
of historic Wethersfield’s main intersections since 1787. This classic 
Federal-style building was originally constructed as a home, but served 
in subsequent years as hotel, bank, police department, board of educa-
tion and, finally, restaurant. During all of these incarnations, overall the 
building retained its basic form, but significant changes were made to 
elevate the degree of wood trim detail, especially at the entrance door 
surround, and a few additions have come and some have gone. Although 
the recently replaced cedar-shake roof was in good condition, the wood 
cladding and trim had suffered from inappropriate repairs and alterations. 
These alterations resulted in inadequate rainwater runoff and the subse-
quent deterioration of wood fabric. APS supervised the restoration and 

painting of the Deming-Standish House in 2018. 

Constructed in 1774, the Solomon-Welles House is also Federal in style, 
but unique in its “L-shaped” plan and its later wrap-around porch added 
to the west and south elevations. Unique also was the early change of 
use serving as the residence for the warden of the Connecticut State 
Prison, constructed just east of the house around 1826/27. During the 
1960s, the prison was demolished and the Town of Wethersfield, which 
was deeded the property by the State, began using the house and sur-
rounding grounds for various town activities and events. Wood shingles 
and wood cladding and trim have been well maintained, but were in need 
of repair, replacement and painting. A few locations suffered from poor 
detailing resulting in deterioration of wood fabric. APS is currently super-
vising the installation of a new cedar-shingle roof and repair and re-
painting of the entire exterior.  

Doors Restoration at Carroll Gardens Landmark Condominium 
Carroll Gardens Landmark Condominium, formerly the South 
Congregational Church, is a Romanesque Revival structure de-
signed by architects Woodruff Leeming and F.C. Merry, and con-
structed between 1851 and 1893. The church was converted to 
apartments and offices in the 1980s, and is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, as well as individually designated by 
the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission. The exterior is 
comprised of red brick with brownstone and wood ornamentation. 
The roof is clad with asphalt shingles.  
 
The project began with a conditions assessment of the exterior. 
Construction documents were developed for the exterior restora-
tion of the façade, repair of the roofs, reconstruction of the towers 
and spires, and restoration of all original wood-frame stained-
glass windows. An initial contractor proposed to replace the ex-
isting doors. Instead, APS’s approach was to replace the deterio-
rated components of the doors only and restore the existing 
building fabric that remained. Construction is scheduled for com-
pletion this summer.  

Deming-Standish House Solomon-Welles House 

Before restoration In progress 

In many ways, the 1841 David Dimon Coley House is a typical wood, 
Greek Revival Connecticut farmhouse. As was common, all elements 
above its Connecticut field-stone granite foundation are fabricated of 
local wood. However, upon closer inspection, it is unique in many ways. 
It is one of the few, if not the only, gable-front, five-bay Greek Revival 
houses of this era in Connecticut. Typically, as fashions changed, what 
began as Greek Revival was tweaked by the additions of a full-width 
porch with Victorian scrollwork, and a walk-in bay window along the 
north parlor wall. The interior was not spared “modernization” as the 
central chimney, about which the stair was wrapped, was removed and 
replaced with a single-flight stair with railing common for the era. Unique 
in the Victorianization of the house was that these additions inside and 
out were designed and created by James Coley, a carpenter and son of 
the original builder. Inside and out, this house is a timeline of shifts in 

architectural fashion and personal lifestyle, with architectural elements 
and hardware frequently executed with salvaged material.  

APS performed an interior and exterior conditions assessment, which 
included complete documentation in the form of measured drawings of 
the existing house and barns and suggested original plans based upon 
research. APS is currently supervising a complete interior and exterior 
restoration of the house based on construction documents developed by 
APS. The work includes structural reinforcement of the first-floor wood-
framing system as designed by Old Structures Engineering, a consultant 
to APS. The David Dimon Coley House is one of several historic struc-
tures on the campus of the Weston Historical Society in Weston, Con-
necticut. 

Preserving a Homestead 
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David Dimon Coley House before Restoration                                                                           During Restoration 
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