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“At McVickar Hall, we carefully repaired and 
cleaned the brick and terra-cotta façade, and re-
created the missing sheet-metal cornice from pe-
riod photographs giving back to Columbia and 
the community a beautifully restored exterior that 
enhances the historic Morningside Heights 
neighborhood.” 

 
McVickar Hall, Columbia University 

Testimonial 

Architectural Preservation Studio is collaborating with 
AGC Design Ltd. to rehabilitate and adaptively reuse 
the Central Market of Hong Kong for the Urban Renew-
al Authority (URA). The 1938 Bauhaus-style four-story 
concrete structure covers a full block in the central 
business district of Hong Kong and is currently listed 
by the Antiquities Monuments Office (AMO) as a 
Grade IIl building. Central Market’s design emphasizes 
its horizontality with projecting brise soleils, visors 
and canopies, and concrete surfaces interrupted by 
steel hopper strip windows. Central Market first 
opened in a purposefully built Neoclassical structure 
in the area of the Canton Bazaar in 1850, which was 
later replaced with the current building. It was closed 
to the public in 2003. 
 

One portion of the building already functions as a 24-
hour walkthrough connecting to the Central District’s 
skywalk system. The remainder of the building will be 
reused as an urban “oasis”, with prepared-food stalls 
and shops on three of the four floors, and a garden in 
the central courtyard. The top floor will be used for 
utilities. APS’s role on the project is to conserve the 
exterior façade elements, as well as the preservation, 
display and interpretation of six interior historic market
-stall types, two of which have to be reconstructed.  
Prior to producing construction documents, APS su-
pervised the removal of paint and concrete samples, 
which were analyzed, and the installation of concrete 
patches and coatings as mock-ups of two different 
proprietary systems. The mock-ups were allowed to 
weather and monitored over the course of a year.  

Historic Photo of Central Market of Hong Kong  
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Mt. Sinai Hospital’s 515 West 59th Street is a 33-story concrete-frame 
building dating to 1973 that serves as a residential and commercial 
building for the hospital. The building was filed as Unsafe during Cycle 
7B of FISP (Façade Inspection Safety Program). Mt. Sinai hired Archi-
tectural Preservation Studio to re-assess the existing construction doc-
uments and administer repairs.  
 
With large expanses of exposed concrete, the building suffered typical 
deterioration issues. Corroding reinforcing bars installed too close to 
the surface had caused extensive spalling. APS devised a repair meth-
odology for sounding and preparation of voids for patching. Although  
estimated quantities were provided in the Base Bid, APS inspected  

Mt. Sinai Concrete Restoration       

Details of mock-ups Details of mock-ups Details of mock-ups Details of mock-ups 

Hong Kong Restoration is Gearing Up, Continued from Page 1 

APS returned to the site in August 2018 to test methods for cleaning and 
patching the original terrazzo wall tiles, which were recently discovered 
under multiple layers of paint. However, through percussive sounding it 
was determined that roughly 40% of the tiles are no longer adhered to 
the surface. As a result, URA decided that in the interest of public safety, 
the tiles will be removed and the exterior wall surfaces finished with 

stucco as they are currently on the courtyard and 4th-floor setback fa-
çades. The advanced demolition contractor is completing his work and 
the construction project is out to bid, with bids due back in mid-
September. Two more phases of work are contemplated with the project 
scheduled for completion in 2022. 

Working for the City of Paterson, NJ, Architectural Preservation Studio 
is undertaking the rehabilitation and renovation of the historic Hinchliffe 
Stadium and Athletic Field. Opened in 1932, the stadium is listed on 
the national, state and municipal Register of Historic Places, and in 
2013, was recognized as a National Historic Landmark (NHL). Hinchliffe 
served as the home of the New York Black Yankees from 1933 to 1936, 
and is one of the few surviving Negro League baseball stadiums in the 
United States. Due to sinking and destabilization of the field and an 
advanced state of disrepair of the stadium itself, the facility has been 
unused since 1997. 
 
Services at Hinchliffe Stadium involved rigorous data collection leading 
to a preservation master plan, including the conditions of the concrete 
superstructure, bearing soils, environmental contaminants and archaeo-
logical sensitivity. In addition, Architectural Preservation Studio de-
signed the restoration and rehabilitation of the stadium and athletic 
field. Site conditions were stabilized and secured through the removal 
of debris and vegetation, as well as the installation and/or repair of 
fencing in order to inhibit future vulnerability to human and environmen-
tal threats. Laser-scanning was used to produce highly-accurate docu-
mentation of the structure, as well as measured drawings. Construction 
is currently underway for Phase 1 of the project which includes the 
restoration of the building’s exterior walls, four ticket booths with mis-
sion-tile roofing, and  terra-cotta and wrought-iron details.  

Hinchliffe Stadium Restoration is Under Construction 
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Mt. Sinai Restoration , Continued from Page 2 

After 

every scaffold drop and sounded the entire surface of the concrete fa-
çade with a percussive hammer to accurately identify the delaminated 
areas, thereby determining the exact scope of work. Initially, we also 
reviewed preparation until we were comfortable with the contractor’s 
performance. Spalled areas were removed and the concrete was 
chopped back to sound material and cleaned with high-pressure water. 
As the individual spalls were large, poured-in-place concrete patches 

were selected with low-drying shrinkage properties and compatibility in 
strength to the existing concrete. Where rebars were too close to the 
surface, the patches were built out for adequate coverage. A breathable 
inorganic coating provided protection for patches and existing concrete 
to remain, as well as giving a uniform appearance. Punch-listing oc-
curred as drops were completed. The Cycle 8 FISP report, which had 
been filed as Unsafe, was amended to Safe. 

Before 
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